
ENROLMENT POLICY

RATIONALE
As a Catholic school in the Mercy tradition, Sacred Heart College was established to provide Catholic education for
Catholic students. In doing so, the College assists the Church in fulfilling its role in assisting people to discover and
embrace the fullness of life in Christ and embraces the Mercy Education values.

DEFINITIONS
Catholic Child: For the purpose of enrolment in a Catholic school, a child is considered to be Catholic if they
belong to one of the Catholic churches, usually established by a Certificate of Catholic Baptism.

Catholic School: A Catholic school is one that operates with the consent of the diocesan Bishop and where
formation and education are based on the principles of Catholic scripture and tradition.

Catchment Area for Schools: For the purpose of enrolment, the school catchment area is the parish or group of
parishes, as defined by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools, from which the school draws the majority of its
enrolments and in turn gives priority of enrolment.

For the majority of primary schools this will be the parish to which the school belongs. In parishes with more than
one primary school the catchment for each school is determined by the parish in consultation with Melbourne
Archdiocese Catholic Schools. For secondary schools it will be those parishes designated as ‘priority parishes’ by
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools

Parish: For the purpose of enrolment the ‘parish’ is the local parish as defined by its geographical boundaries.

POLICY STATEMENT
The College will fulfil its mission of being open and welcoming to all Catholic students, regardless of their
background and individual needs. Particular assistance will be extended to children who are disadvantaged or
considered most at risk. The College will also remain committed to student equity and diversity.

The College will continue to support the special relationship that exists between the Catholic Church and the
non-Catholic Eastern churches, based on a belief in the same sacraments and close nexus in understanding about
theology and sacraments.

When accepting enrolments at Sacred Heart College it is acknowledged that families are the first educators in faith
of their children and therefore they enter into partnership with the College to promote and support the spiritual
and educational journey of their child.

While bearing in mind that the College’s first priority is to Catholic students, the Principal may exercise some
flexibility with respect to enrolment decisions where pastoral discretion is deemed necessary (as per the College’s
Enrolment Criteria).

As part of the minimum standards for school registration as required by the Victorian Registration and
Qualifications Authority (VRQA) information concerning the enrolment process and the enrolment criteria will be
publicly available and easily accessible by current and prospective families via the College website.

When considering enrolments, Sacred Heart College will comply with the upper limit for Year 7 enrolments, take
into account the priority parishes for the College as specified by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools, and
collaborate closely with Geelong’s Catholic secondary schools.

ASSOCIATED PROCEDURES
Enrolment Criteria
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